APPENDIX

extent and conditions of the boycott and that must be
determined  by  the  circumstances  of the  particular
problem in each case. The general spirit of passive
resistance has first to be raised, afterwards it can be
organised,  regulated  and,  where necessary,  limited.
The first obstacle to our evolution is the internal
dispute which has for the moment wrecked the Congress
and left in its place the hollow and mutilated simu-
lacrum of a National Assembly which met last year at
Madras and, deprived though it is of the support of
the  most   eminent  local  leaders,   purposes  to   meet
again at Lahore, It is a grievous eiroi to suppose that
this dispute hung  only on  personal questions  and
differences   of   a   trifling   importance.   As   happens
inevitably in such popular contests, personal questions
and differences of minor  importance intervened  to
perplex and embitter the strife, but the real questions
in debate were those which involved the whole future
development of the spirit and form of self-government
in   this   country. Were that spirit and   form   to   be
democratic or oligarchic? Were they to be constitutional
in procedure or governed by arbitrary and individual
choice and discretion? Was the movement to be pro*
gressive and national or conservative and parochial
in its aims, policy and spirit? These were the real
issues. The  Nationalist  party  stood   for  democracy,
constitutionalism and progress. The Moderate party,
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